New Siftings issue 5
December 2020
Welcome to issue 5 – wishing you a very Happy
Christmas!
What a year! I do hope you and your families have all managed to stay safe and well and that you
are looking forward to the festive season. Perhaps you’ve been able to access some online
archaeology resources, including the Festival of Archaeology and no doubt many of you have
become familiar with, if not expert at, zoom calls.
In this issue you’ll find
An update from Mike –Lutterworth museum site, Magna Park, the training dig and other news
Upcoming outdoor activity
Watch online
News from Leicestershire, Rugby and elsewhere
Archaeology resources online
Contact details and links
If you’d like to share any news, activities or thoughts with the group then please send them, and
ideas for future items, plus any issues with links or typos to Hilary Calow calow888@gmail.com

An update from Mike
Lutterworth - the new museum site
ULAS have spent 6 weeks on site. This was a rare opportunity to excavate in the centre of
Lutterworth.
Here are some photos of the trenches at
Lutterworth new museum site. The first
shows evidence of metalled path or
roadway while the others are cess pits!
The possible metalled road surface could
have been linked to industrial working in
the area, but this is unconfirmed at
present.
There was no assemblage of bones, so it
was unlikely that there was any
relationship to the Shambles (which is next
door).
A piece of green glaze pottery was found (12th C?) which is possibly contemporary rather than
because of a later fill.
Some medieval pottery was found and there was a lot of post medieval activity.
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There was evidence of two cess pits, see left and
below.

The second contained a number of cobble stones
which may have resulted when the cess pit was
finished with. See the 2 photos below.

After examination of the finds, drawings and sampling a full report should become available in the
future.
Magna Park excavations and update on the training dig
As previously mentioned, we were hoping to be able to help with a training dig on the Magna Park
extension. Unfortunately, this proved to be impossible due to COVID-19 and the necessity to
complete the work within a set timescale. However, three of the Group who were involved in the
initial dig two years ago, conducted by Albion Archaeology, were invited to tour the site.
The map below shows the areas of archaeological excavation currently being undertaken by
MOLA. Much has already been completed and we concentrated on the Area A10 (see map below)
which is still ongoing.
In broad terms the site is typical of a rural landscape set in time. The close proximity to Watling
Street has introduced a Roman element but this overlies several Iron Age settlements and there is
also some later Medieval activity.
A10 (see map) is probably proving to be the most intriguing excavation of them all as several
anomalies have been found. The area is at a higher point in the landscape and there are clear
signs of Iron Age settlement with a trackway running north to south. A ‘C’ shaped feature is
centrally located, and this could represent an enclosure of some sort. Unfortunately, the whole
area has indication of Ridge and Furrow and this cuts through what would have been the
entrance. The entrance and either side of it would represent the best possibility of dating
evidence and further work is being undertaken to try and clarify this.
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Elsewhere there is a pit, about 1.5m deep cut into the
clay. There is a land drain running through part of it.
What is especially interesting about this is that this is
the only place in Area A10 where the water drains away
overnight. The question is why? It looks like solid clay,
but there are clear signs of stratification so it could be
possible that this happened over a period and water,
being water, has found a way through. The thinking is
that it could be a filled in well. Bearing in mind the
whole area is a Jurassic landscape then we have gravel
and sand mixed in with clay and mudstone and what is
apparently on the surface is not what it was originally.
Due to the potential depth required, and Health and
Safety, a digger will be used to explore this further.

The following picture shows a pile of stones, which almost looks like a wall. On closer investigation
many of them seem to be of a similar thickness. If they
were roof tiles then where is the building, and who would
bother to transport them to a high point and then dump
them? The extent of the stones is being further
investigated.

The next picture shows one large stone and, like those
above, it’s not representative of any others on site.
Anomalies like this always ‘ring a bell’. What makes this
one particularly interesting is that a burial was found
underneath. It has yet to be dated although the thinking
is that it was an infant. The burial was in the ditch part of
the ‘C’ feature. Why was it there? Was the stone
deliberately put there as a marker? Who put it there?
Why was it located in a ditch?
We are hoping that MOLA will be able to present their
findings to us sometime next year and give us an
understanding of rural Lutterworth.
If an opportunity arises for us to spend time on site Judith
will contact everyone as soon as we know.
The bottom right of the map shows Mere Lane spurring off the A5 which goes diagonally across
the map. Some of us were able to join Albion Archaeology, a couple of years ago, on the area
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marked A2 which showed evidence of an Iron Age settlement and a ditch extending up to A1
where Roman activity had been noted.
The black lines show where exploratory trenches have been dug. From that A10,13,15 and 18
were identified for follow up. Additionally, X24 and X25 were highlighted by the Council for
additional trenches.
A10 shows a series of rectangular enclosures and a small quantity of Iron Age and Roman pottery
which may indicate a settlement.
A13 Several pits may show elements of settlement of a similar period to A10.
A15 Indicates a probable Iron Age settlement
Map reproduced from MAGNA
PARK EXTENSION: HYBRID
APPLICATION, LUTTERWORTH,
LEICESTERSHIRE 15/01531/ OUT
Written Scheme of Investigation
for Archaeological Excavation JAC
17561 1.4 16 March 2020
Produced by RPS Group
This map is based upon Ordnance
Survey material with the
permission of Ordnance Survey
on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationary Office ©
Crown Copyright.
Unauthorised reproduction
infringes Crown Copyright and
may be liable to prosecution or
civil proceedings. Central
Bedfordshire Council. Licence
No.100049029 (2011).'

A18 backs onto the old railway line and may be associated with the deserted medieval village of
Bittesby. Unfortunately, the construction of the railway has seriously compromised the
archaeology in that area.
X24 was included as it may show evidence of a medieval trackway, presumably from Watling
Street to Bittesby.
X25 There are a series of ditches and gullies which may be post medieval but also possibly that of
an earlier date.
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Rugby Museum
We now have a small display of finds from
Shawell on exhibition in Rugby. They are on loan
until the new year and subject to renewal. The
museum is, of course, currently shut!

Upcoming activity outdoors!
Blaby Icehouse Dig 17 to 18 April 2021
Thanks to Ken Wogan for details of this dig and community test pit project scheduled to take place
next year on 17 and 18 April. You can register your interest to help dig the test pits. Please call the
council on 0116 275 0555 or email 'Buried Bouskell' project officer Gemma Tallis at
gemma.tallis@blaby.gov.uk
For more information do read the newspaper article
https://www.leicestermercury.co.uk/news/local-news/date-announced-archaeological-digmedieval-4503189

Watch online
Live stream of the midwinter sunrise at Stonehenge
Harborough Museum – 20 years of the Hallaton Treasure. A panel discussion about the
hoard was recorded on 23 November and can be watched from the museum facebook page here
https://www.facebook.com/events/848670389202375/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22
%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22[%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22
%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22
%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A1441991292671710%7D%7D]%22%7D
Harborough Museum also participated in a series on archaeological illustration. The video of
Deborah Miles drawing the Iron Age tankard handle can be seen here
http://www.harboroughmuseum.org.uk/tag/iron-age-2/
You can have a go at drawing it too.

Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society (LAHS) also provide links to
these and other talks from their facebook page here
https://www.facebook.com/leicsarchandhistsoc
There was a recent digital lecture “The archaeology of domestic innovation in country houses” by
Professor Marilyn Palmer. First delivered on 5th November 2020 it was recorded and there’s a link
to it from the Facebook page above. If you like it, there is also an associated book published by
Lutterworth Fieldworkers and Archaeology Group
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Historic England and The National Trust - a good Christmas present!

News from the Leicestershire Fieldworkers
https://leicsfieldworkers.co.uk/
The November meeting on maritime archaeology in Akrotiri in Cyprus was terrific. If you missed it
the talk, by Simon James, is now available on
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/LeicestershireFieldworkers/videos
For those that don't like/do Facebook, it can also be watched
at http://leicsfieldworkers.co.uk/digital-talk-videos/ .
The recordings of Mathew's Oakham Castle talk and Peter's 50 years of Leicestershire Archaeology
are also available at the same place.
The 2021 programme is being rejigged and we’ll get more information when it is firmed up. So far,
Ian Meadows has confirmed his rescheduled talk on March 18th on ‘Excavations on the Roman
town at Irchester, Northants’.

News from elsewhere
Rugby Archaeology Society

http://www.rugbyarchaeology.org.uk/
The monthly zoom talks continue with a bit of a Roman theme after Dr Tess Machling on Iron age
torcs in November. We have
• 12 December 2020 Dr Simon Elliott on Septimius Severus in Britain. Focusing on his Scottish
campaigns
• 9 January 2021 Barbara Birley on recent finds at Vindolanda
All Lutterworth members are welcome to participate. Please contact Irene Glendinning for details
and the zoom link. Her email address is csx128@coventry.ac.uk

Stonehenge
I am sure you know that planning permission has been granted for the tunnel. It’s controversial in
archaeology circles and there’s plenty of discussion online and in the papers. If you’d like some
facts about what’s proposed, then you might read the 478 page detailed archaeology mitigation
strategy published by Highways England.
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wpcontent/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010025/TR010025-001952-A303%20Stonehenge%20%20DAMS_18-052020_Tracked%20Changes.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1C99RYJBOJaknnWNn0ZS_Ti8tmRmTAHUNtWkF1lFP3l
JHNCAU5kSYz564

Pompeii
2 bodies have been found and cast. They are interpreted as a master and slave. You can see and
read more about it on the Pompeii facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/pompeiisoprintendenza/

Time Team – a possible return? See here for more information
https://www.heritagedaily.com/2020/12/the-return-of-time-team/136345?amp=1
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ULAS were actively involved in the Hallaton Hoard discovery and you can read more about that
and all their work in the last 25 years in their new book,
“Secrets from the Soil. “
The book moves chronologically, featuring large colour photos,
and reconstruction illustrations throughout, exploring rarely
seen Palaeolithic hunting grounds; Neolithic monuments and
art; Bronze Age bogs and bodies; the only Iron Age bark shield
from Europe; Roman buildings, mosaics and burials; an AngloSaxon village; the most complete Saxo-Norman timber
structure in Britain; medieval houses and a brewery; all the
way through to Victorian waterways and 1940s bomb shelters.
Might make a good Christmas present? Go to https://shop.le.ac.uk/

Some archaeology resources online
Archaeology on Furlough project https://www.archaeology-on-furlough.com/
From the web site…..
The coronavirus pandemic has meant that many archaeologists in Britain haven’t been working.
Some are on furlough. Some have lost their jobs. Some are self-isolating. But many still want to be
doing archaeology while they are at home. This project has provided professional archaeologists
with access to volunteer projects that can be done from home. These projects are pulling together
archaeological evidence generated on individual excavations and analysing the material. The
project teams are also building databases and gazetteers which will be useful in the future.
More than 100 archaeologists took part and Dr Rob Wiseman of Cambridge Archaeological Unit,
who initiated the project, has been nominated for Archaeologist of the Year.
Projects include
• Prehistoric art in Britain
• Anglo Saxon Houses
• Henges
• Aurochs in Britain
• Guardians of Dartmoor – a look at the bronze age barrows
• Burials and gravegoods
• Roman planting trenches
• Sheepfolds of the Lammermuirs
Survey of information access
• Rapid review of digital pads
Hopefully something to interest everyone!
Of course there’s lots on Facebook, youtube and elsewhere too.
You can vote for the Archaeology awards 2021, courtesy Current Archaeology ,
https://www.archaeology.co.uk/vote
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Links to explore
Archaeology Data Service
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archive/archives.xhtml
Archaeology on furlough
https://www.archaeology-on-furlough.com/
Atlas of Hillforts of Britain and Ireland
https://hillforts.arch.ox.ac.uk/
British History Online
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/
Cotswold Archaeology Reports Online
https://reports.cotswoldarchaeology.co.uk/
MOLA
https://www.mola.org.uk/blog/online-storymap-explores-archaeology-borough-hill
Ness of Brodgar
https://www.nessofbrodgar.co.uk/
PastScape – Historic England
https://www.pastscape.org.uk/background.aspx
Pompeii online
https://www.pompeionline.net/pompeii/houses.htm
Portable Antiquities Scheme
https://finds.org.uk/
Unesco World Heritage List
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/

Contact names and details
Chairman: Mike Southall
Contact Mike with ideas for future activities, what you’d like the group to
do (or not do) and if you want to help with farmer liaison.
michael.southall@mypostoffice.co.uk

Secretary: Judith Day
Contact Judith on data protection, health and safety and our circulation
list.
judith.day1@gmail.com

Treasurer: Carol Cambers
Contact Carol about subscriptions and our work with schools.
carolcam47@btinternet.com
Subscriptions for 2020 have been rolled over to 2021 so if you haven’t yet
paid for this year please do and avail of this great offer.

New Siftings feedback and input: Hilary Calow calow888@gmail.com
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