THE FIELDWORKER
NEWSLETTER OF THE LEICESTERSHIRE FIELDWORKERS
After a summer where infections have reduced we wait
to see what the colder weather brings although,
hopefully, the vaccination programme will keep the
worst consequences at bay. The University remains
cautious about outside groups using lecture theatres
so we continue on Zoom for at least one more meeting.
– Peter and Mathew
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THE AGM
This year’s Annual General Meeting was successfully
held on Zoom. Officers elected were Peter Liddle
(Chair and Newsletter editor), Alison Skinner
(Secretary), Maynard Davison (Treasurer), Roger
Thomas (Membership Secretary), Mathew Morris
(Web Master, Training Officer and joint Newsletter
Editor), David Brown (Local Group Liaison), Gemma
Tallis (Social Media), John Lacey, Margaret Grindall
and Martin Tingle.

THE NEXT LECTURE

IN MEMORIAM
JULIE COMBER
We are sad to report the death of our member Julie
Comber. Julie was an active member of the Hallaton
Field Work Group. Condolences to Alan.
ROGER THOMAS
We are very sad to report that our friend and
Membership Secretary, Roger Thomas, has died after
an illness that has taken its toll over the last few
months. Despite this, Roger continued to help with
events and on excavations where his metal detecting
skills were invaluable. Roger was a member of the
Witan Group and kept the Group's flag flying in North
West Leicestershire. Roger was surveying various
areas including Cadeby and the Foremark area of
South Derbyshire, in both of which he was finding
significant Viking remains. He also fieldwalked his area
finding, amongst other things, a significant Mesolithic
flint scatter. Roger and his partner Jacquie helped the
group by storing our books which saved significant
expenditure and supplying books from their second
hand book business. Roger will be sadly missed.
Condolences to Jacquie.

The next lecture will happen on Zoom at 7.30pm on
Thursday September 16th. The speaker will be
ULAS’s (and our own) Mathew Morris who will talk
about the archaeology of Leicester’s Lost Medieval
Churches. In the medieval period there were eighteen
churches, chapels and religious houses in the borough
of Leicester. Today, only six survive. In this talk,
Mathew will look at three of these lost sites, the parish
churches of St Peter and St Michael and the hospital
of St John, which have all been rediscovered by
excavations in the city centre over the past 20 years,
most notably during the excavations for the Highcross
shopping centre.
Booking Essential via Eventbrite
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/170336983503

GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY TEAM

TALK RECORDINGS

Roger had long had a resistivity meter and recently
bought a magnetometer which, sadly, he never got the
chance to use. Roger was very concerned that his
equipment should be used to the benefit of local
archaeology and has gifted it to the Leicestershire
Fieldworkers. We plan to use his generous gift to set
up a county-wide survey team which can aid local
groups in their projects.

We have had several enquiries about the recording of
the May talk on the prehistoric landscapes of south
Leicestershire. Unfortunately, there was an error with
the recording which made in unusable (Sorry about
that, it was a technological fail on my part - Mathew).
Don’t forget, if you have missed a recent digital talk,
many of the recordings are online on our YouTube
channel at:

If anyone is interested in joining the team, please email
us at info@leicsfieldworkers.co.uk.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM_R1bYPNGP
8aaaj5TxbPYg
leicsfieldworkers.org
facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers
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their finds and giving a presentation to the villagers,
was attended by around 40 people with all proceeds
going to the hall charity. Following the talk they have
been asked to dig three more test pits.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
If you have a membership renewal or a query about
your membership please email it to:
info@leicsfieldworkers.co.uk
Or post it to: Leicestershire Fieldworkers, c/o
Archaeological Services (ULAS), University of
Leicester, University Road, Leicester LE1 7RH.

DIARY DATES FOR 2021-22
All at 7.30pm on Zoom for the moment.









November: Jennifer Browning of ULAS talking on
recent excavations in Rutland (date and title TBC).
January 20th: Rebecca Wragg Sykes talking on
Kindred: Neanderthal Life, Love, Death and Art (a
joint meeting with the Prehistoric Society and
LAHS).
March 17th: Simon Markus of MOLA talking on
Overstone Anglo-Saxon cemetery and earlier
prehistoric structures.
May 19th: TBC

An iron shoe patten from a test pit in Walton. Possibly
Georgian. Pattens were protective overshoes. Worn
outdoors over a normal shoe, they had a wooden or later
wood and metal sole, and were held in place
by leather or cloth bands. Pattens functioned to elevate
the foot above the mud and dirt of the street, in a period
when road and urban paving was minimal. Image: LAFG.
Additional test pits are being dug at Shawell during
September.

June 15th: AGM followed by Michael Wood talking
on Aethelflaed.
September 15th: TBC
November 17th: Mike Parker Pearson talking on
the Welsh origins of Stonehenge.

Your committee is working hard to fill in the gaps in the
programme for next year.

LEICESTERSHIRE YAC
HELP NEEDED! The Leicestershire Young
Archaeologists’ Club is relaunching this autumn
following a long COVID-forced break and is looking for
new volunteers to help support its activities.
The Club welcomes anyone who is the age of 16 or
older who wants to volunteer with them. Being a YAC
volunteer is great fun, and gets you closer to some
brilliant local archaeology.
To be a YAC volunteer you need enthusiasm for
working with young people and the ability to be a good
role model, an enthusiasm for archaeology, and the
ability to work in a team. Oh, and some spare time!
To find out more visit the Club’s
https://leicestershireyac.org/volunteering/

A Hans Krauwinkel I Nuremberg jetton (1553-1573)
from a test pit in Shawell. The inscription says Gotes
Segen Macht Reich, which translated is God’s
blessing brings riches. Image: LAFG.

website

Or email them at LeicestershireYAC@gmail.com.

***
The Oadby & Wigston Fieldwork Group have
resumed fieldwalking around Laughton, Mowsley and
Theddingworth with a number of fields still to be done
when the crops are harvested. They have also
resumed test-pitting in the Brocks Hill area of Oadby

GROUP NEWS
The Lutterworth Fieldworking & Archaeology
Group have dug two further test pits in their project at
Walton. An evening event in the village hall, displaying
leicsfieldworkers.org
facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers
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and have found more Roman and Anglo-Saxon pottery
in their target area. In September they have invited
Peter Liddle as their guest speaker to mark their return
to face-to-face meetings. Thanks are also due to
members such as Colin Towell, Michael Bates, Dave
Collins, Iain Jones and Peter Cousins who organised
successful events during the Festival of Archaeology.



***
FLAG have now opened to the public the consolidated
foundations of the manor house at Croxton Kerrial that
they have excavated. Congratulations to Tony
Connolly and his team.

All welcome – Admission £5 – Doors open 7.00 pm –
Talks begin 7.30 pm. Limited places available – please
book early to avoid disappointment.




January 26th: Peter Liddle talking on Finding
Leicestershire and Rutland’s Roman Countryside.
February 23rd: Steve Baker talking on Plague,
Pestilence and the Black Death in Leicestershire.
March 23rd: John Thomas talking on Barrows,
Burials and Bronze Age at Cossington.

Tel 0116 305 3860 or meltonmuseum@leics.gov.uk to
reserve seats.

EXCAVATION NEWS
The University of Leicester’s training excavation for
students at Castle Hill, Beaumont Leys produced
more evidence for the medieval establishment of the
Knights Hospitaller. Two previous seasons of
community excavation had revealed buildings and a
well with preserved timbers.

A reconstruction of the medieval manor house at
Croxton Kerrial.
Find out more about the site and the excavations at
https://croxtonkerrialheritagetrust.home.blog/
http://framlandarchaeology.co.uk/
***
Melton Fieldwork Group are planning to resume their
fieldwork at Garthorpe and Coston and have put
together a winter lecture series (see below).

Aerial view of the excavation of the Hospitaller manor
house. The walls for the southern end of the main hall
are visible at the bottom of the photo with the additional
wing to the right. Image: AerialCam/ULAS.

MELTON FIELDWORKERS
WINTER TALK SERIES
A once-a-month series of interesting and stimulating
talks on archaeology held on Wednesday evenings
from 7 pm at Melton Carnegie Museum.





September 29th: Tony Connolly- talking on The
Lost Medieval Manor House at Croxton Kerrial.
October 20th: Mathew Morris talking on Castle
Hill: Summer Days and Crusader Knights
November 24th: Megan Gard, Portable
Antiquities Scheme Finds Liaison Officer for
Leicestershire and Rutland talking on how much
has a quarter century of the Portable Antiquities
Scheme changed our understanding of the
archaeology and history of these counties?

leicsfieldworkers.org
facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers

A section excavated across the enclosure’s outer bank
and ditch. Image: ULAS.
This year the end of the main hall was revealed with
an additional wing. The buildings had slate roofs with
3

info@leicsfieldworkers.co.uk

THE FIELDWORKER

ISSUE 296 (SEPTEMBER 2021)

ceramic ridge tiles and pottery suggested it was
occupied between the mid-13th and late 14th century
after which the site was abandoned.

Age/early Roman date. One of the ditches had a
particularly rich fill and produced metal working
evidence in the form of a hearth bottom slag.
***
At Nether Broughton Trent and Peak Archaeology
with help from ULAS excavated an area on the edge
of the village in advance of new housing. A rectangular
pit was believed to be an Anglo-Saxon SFB (sunken
featured building or grubenhaus). A series of ditches
appeared to be plot boundaries of Late Saxon date.
Post holes and pits may relate to buildings but need to
be resolved. At the end of the excavation a good group
of flint, probably of Neolithic date, was also recovered.
***
At Bitteswell Groundwork Archaeology found a
scatter of undated and probably Roman period ditches
with later features, subsequently truncated by ridge
and furrow. A couple of gullies appeared to cross
backfilled Roman features but were then cut by ridge
and furrow so may be Saxon. There were also some
medieval/post-medieval animal burials – separately a
calf and a cow.

Some finds from the 2021 dig. Left – part of a glazed
medieval roof tile with a decorative crest. Right – a
silver short-cross penny of Henry III, minted 12361242, around the time the Hospitallers acquired the
manor at Beaumont. Images: ULAS.

FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY
Despite the problems of the pandemic this year’s
Festival was a resounding success. Lectures were
mostly online (although some in person lectures were
delivered at the end of the Festival when restrictions
were lifted). Guided walks were well supported.
The self-guided walks and recordings of the digital
talks are all still available via the website at
https://leicsfieldworkers.org/festival-of-archaeology/

BRADGATE PARK TEST PITTING

A collection of deer bones were found discarded inside
the southern room of the manor house. In the late 15th
and early 16th century the site was part of a royal deer
park. Image: ULAS.

Ice Age Journeys and the Bradgate Park Trust are
undertaking a community archaeological survey of the
River Lin floodplain. Their Heritage Lottery funded
project will build upon the previous archaeological
work at the Creswellian site in Little Matlock Gorge, led
by Lynden Cooper for ULAS in 2015-16. The project,
led by Lynden and Daryl Garton, aims to map the
superficial deposits of the glacial terrace between Little
Matlock Gorge and Bradgate House. It will comprise
an auger and test-pit survey which will provide data for
a geomorphological model of the Late Glacial
floodplain and identify any scatters of worked flints.

A section across the outer rectangular enclosure bank
and ditch showed that the ditch was very substantial.
Medieval pottery was found beneath the enclosure
bank, proving once and for all that it is a medieval
monument and not an Iron Age hillfort. ULAS will be
putting up more information online soon so keep an
eye on https://ulasnews.com/ for more updates.
At Rothley Broadnook Garden Suburb, north of
Birstall, an archaeological excavation was carried out
by ULAS in August, following on from an evaluation in
2017. Several small open area excavations were
undertaken revealing a small quantity of ditches,
gullies, and pits, mainly undated, some with Iron Age
pottery. A larger open-area excavation will follow,
focusing on an Iron Age farmstead settlement.

Members are welcome to visit the excavations at any
time (14-16 and 21-23 September: 10.30am-3.30pm)
in the public park. There will also be a special tour
detailing the Late Upper Palaeolithic archaeology on
Wednesday 22 September, 2pm start. Nearest parking
(and toilets) are at the Newton Linford carpark LE6
0HB (charge). To find the dig, walk into the park along
the river - about 10-15 minutes.

At Church Langton trial trenching by ULAS revealed
pits, post holes and ditches of possible late Iron
leicsfieldworkers.org
facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers
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BURIED BOUSKELL PROJECT

FACEBOOK
Don't forget to like the new Facebook Page to keep up
to date with all the latest news and events. Just go to
www.facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers.

THE HISTORY HUT
A new novel by Richard Trigg, set in Roman
Leicestershire has been published and is available on
Amazon at https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1800942168

After several COVID-related delays, the Buried
Bouskell community test pitting project finally took
place in June/July this year and the report is now
published. Find out all about the project and what was
found
on
the
ULAS
project
page
https://ulasnews.com/buried-bouskell-project/
A film about the project will be available on Blaby
District Council’s YouTube channel from Monday 13
September
https://www.youtube.com/user/BlabyDistrictCouncil

Retired history teacher Charlie is looking for a new
project but gets a lot more than he bargained for when
he finds his new shed is possessed by the spirit of
Gustin, a young apprentice druid from the 1st century
AD. Gustin persuades Charlie to come back in time to
Roman Britain, where he wants his help investigating
why he died. This extraordinary trip becomes yet more
intense when they come across a secret youth
organisation led by Gustin’s childhood friend.

BOSWORTH LINKS
Bosworth Links was an immensely successful test
pitting project at Market Bosworth where volunteers
dug 60 test pits with finds from the prehistoric to
modern and everything in between. To build on this it
is planned to extend the work to the surrounding
villages. This would have got underway in 2020 but we
all know what happened next.

Central Britain has been at peace since Boudicca’s
revolt some forty years before but now his group is
plotting another rebellion. The elders are alarmed,
most are prospering under Roman rule and they’ll try
to stop their frustrated offspring in any way they can.
Charlie is horrified when he realises that he has
something the rebels badly want, all he wants now is
to get back to his own time, where his family have only
just discovered his disappearance. A nerve-shredding
sequence of adventures follows, which finally
culminate in the most dramatic discovery of all back in
the 21st century.

The plan is for it to now take place in 2022 to 2024,
with the first village dig on the 2nd and 3rd of July next
year. You can read the reports, look at the
photographs and enjoy the video of the project so far
at https://marketbosworthsociety.com/bosworth-links/.
We will report on the project as it unfolds and let you
know about volunteering opportunities.

ULAS DIGITAL TALKS
If you missed one of ULAS’s digital Festival of
Archaeology talks the recordings are all available on
their YouTube Channel

CONTACT US
THE FIELDWORKER is edited by Peter Liddle,
57 STANFELL ROAD, LEICESTER, LE2 3GE.

https://www.youtube.com/c/ArchaeologicalServices

Tel: 0116 2214508

GRANTS

Email: peter.liddle51@gmail.com.

The Grants page and application form are now
available on the Fieldworkers website at

Contributions welcome!

http://leicsfieldworkers.co.uk/about-us/grants/

Our webmaster is Mathew Morris who also
welcomes details of events and news.
Email: mlm9@le.ac.uk

leicsfieldworkers.org
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