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NEWSLETTER OF THE LEICESTERSHIRE FIELDWORKERS
Summer is upon us, finally, and that means the
Festival of Archaeology is rapidly approaching. This
year is looking to be one of the best Festivals yet in
Leicestershire and Rutland, with over 120 events
taking place across the two counties throughout July.
Please, get out and about, support the Festival and
enjoy our counties’ rich and diverse history!
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FESTIVAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY

– Peter and Mathew

THE NEXT LECTURE

The 2022 Festival is looking really busy with 73 guided
walks, 38 events and excavations, 20 talks and
performances, 3 displays and 10 self-guided tours with
more events still being added. The full programme can
be found at https://leicsfieldworkers.org/festival-ofarchaeology/.
The Festival starts with the Desford Heritage Festival
when the village will be divided into time zones from
Medieval to Wartime. Over 500 musicians, re-enactors
and performers will descend on the village to make
each zone come alive. Hallaton also stands out with a
programme of events over the last two weeks of the
Festival while there are exciting excavation tours and
talks at Leicester Cathedral.

Our next speaker is award winning writer, Dr Rebecca
Wragg Sykes, who will be speaking on ‘Kindred:
Neanderthal Life, Love, Death and Art’.
The Neanderthals are our closest evolutionary
cousins. Once thought to be thuggish cave dwellers
we now can see they used technology, had complex
cognition and diverse ways of dealing with their dead.
The talk will conclude by reflecting on evidence from
Britain, and recent ideas around the eventual
disappearance of Neanderthals.

DIARY DATES FOR 2022/23
All at 7.30pm, venues TBC unless stated.



Rebecca is an archaeologist, author and Honorary
Fellow in the School of Archaeology, Classics and
Egyptology, University of Liverpool. Her first book also
called Kindred: Neanderthal Life, Love, Death and Art
is a critically acclaimed bestseller, winner of the PEN
Hessell-Tiltman prize for History 2021, a New York
Times Notable Book of 2021; and in 2020 was Current
Archaeology's Book of The Year, The Times Book of
The Week, Guardian Book of the Day and one of
2020's Best Books for The Sunday Times, New
Scientist, and BBC Science Focus.





The talk is on July 7th at 7.30pm in the Rattray
Lecture Theatre at the University of Leicester. It is an
in person talk and booking is essential via Eventbrite
at https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/333918758997. It is
a joint lecture with Leicestershire Archaeological and
Historical Society and the Prehistoric Society.
leicsfieldworkers.org
facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers
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July 7th: Rebecca Wragg Sykes talking on
Kindred: Neanderthal Life, Love, Death and Art. A
joint meeting with the Prehistoric Society and
LAHS (Rattray Lecture Theatre, University of
Leicester)
September 15th: Prof Vince Gaffney talking on
The Stonehenge Hidden Landscapes Project and
the Durrington Walls Pits Circle (Zoom lecture).
November 17th: Mike Parker Pearson talking on
the Welsh origins of Stonehenge.
January 19th (2023): Dr Andrew Birley talking on
Excavations at Vindolanda (title TBC)
March 16th 2023: Dr Will Bowden talking on The
Caistor Roman Town Project
May 18th 2023: TBC
June 15th 2023: AGM
info@leicsfieldworkers.co.uk
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
Thank you to everyone who has paid their membership
renewal by cheque, standing order or in person via
card at the last lecture. The membership year runs
from 1st June and so all memberships are due if they
have not already been paid. A membership renewal
form can be downloaded from our website at
https://leicsfieldworkers.org/about-us/join-us/.
Your membership includes a regular newsletter, a
brilliant programme of lectures, free insurance when
taking part in Leicestershire Fieldworker activities such
as excavation and fieldwalking, access to the grant
scheme and the use of geophysical equipment and
training. Future lectures will be FREE to members and
open to non-members who will be charged at £5.
There will be another opportunity to pay your
membership by card, cash or cheque at the next
lecture or you can post your payment to the
Membership Secretary. If you pay via online banking
then please do include your name as the reference so
that we can easily attribute your payment to you. We
are also working on an online payment option and
details will be circulated once it is ready.
Thank you to all our members for your support.

OLD DALBY TEST PITTING

Our friends in Old Dalby, working with Prof Carenza
Lewis, are doing a test pitting project over the weekend
of July 30th and 31st at the end of the Festival. They
are aiming to dig 15 or 16 test pits and would like
volunteers to help. If you would like to help, please
contact Shanti Patman on shantipatman@gmail.com.

2022 AGM
The Annual General Meeting was held after Michael
Wood’s lecture on June 16th. The lecture was
attended by over 250 people. Around 40 stayed on for
the AGM. Your committee elected was: Peter Liddle
(Chair), Alison Skinner (Secretary), Maynard Davison
(Treasurer), Mathew Morris (Webmaster and
leicsfieldworkers.org
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Newsletter), Gemma Tallis (Membership Secretary),
Margaret Grindall, John Lacey and Martin Tingle.
David Brown stood down and we thank him for his
efforts. Carolyn Chenery and Carol Gurnham were
newly elected to the committee.

MICHAEL WOOD LECTURE
We weren’t able to record Michael Wood's talk before
the AGM. If you missed the lecture, he gave a very
similar talk on Aethelflaed, Lady of the Mercians to the
British Library last year and the recording is available
on YouTube at https://youtu.be/YJ78whSSo7E.

KRIS POOLE LECTURE
Apologies for the very poor sound during Kris Poole’s
talk on Anglo-Saxon Activity at Bottesford and
Claybrooke in May. We have identified the issue and
hopefully will be able to prevent it in future talks.
Unfortunately, the sound quality on the recording was
no better and it was unsalvageable.

GROUP NEWS
The Oadby & Wigston Fieldworkers have just
finished walking all the fields of one farmer near
Laughton. A meeting held in Mowsley to inform
residents in Mowsley, Laughton and Gumley of
activities carried out in the area was well attended and
a number of opportunities and possibilities were
offered for further fieldwalking, geophysics and testpitting. Twelve of the events listed in the Festival of
Archaeology are taking place in Oadby and Wigston or
organised elsewhere by members of the group. Testpitting is also taking place in Keyham, Oadby, Wigston
and Laughton over the next couple of months.
The Melton Fieldworkers have two Festival talks:
Leicester Cathedral Revealed: The story so far by
our own Mathew Morris on Wednesday July 20th at
7.30pm and Encounters with Achilles: The Trojan
War as seen from Rutland by John Thomas, ULAS
Deputy, on Tuesday July 26th at 7.30pm. Both are at
Melton Carnegie Museum and cost £5. Please book
early to avoid disappointment. Telephone 0116 305
3860 or email melton.museum@leics.gov.uk to
reserve seats. Mathew will be talking about the
excavations in advance of the building of a new
heritage learning centre and what they tell us about the
history of the Cathedral and its parishioners. John will
be talking about the Roman villa found in 2020. Within
the extensive villa complex lies one of the most
remarkable and significant Roman mosaics ever found
in Britain. This mosaic is the first example in the UK
displaying scenes from Homer’s Iliad, and one of only
a handful from across Europe. It gives us fresh
perspectives on the attitudes of people at the time and
their links to classical literature.
info@leicsfieldworkers.co.uk
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ELAINE AND CLIVE JONES
Many of you will have heard that Elaine Jones and her
husband Clive were killed in a crash on the A47. Elaine
was for many years the leading light of the Rutland
fieldwalking group and was still very active. Her
enthusiasm and expertise have hugely benefited the
archaeology of Rutland, with her Oakham Survey and
the early flint sites around Uppingham both published,
along with many notes on her work over the years.
She studied archaeology as a mature student at the
University of Leicester and worked professionally for
some years. Clive's expertise in geology was a great
help to Elaine in her work.

Recording a well preserved lead coffin inside Leicester
Cathedral.

This is a very sad loss to local archaeology. They will
both be greatly missed.

This phase of excavation is taking place beneath a roof
to allow the team to dig in all weathers. From July there
will be a weekly tour that the public can book on via
Eventbrite at https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/leicestercathedral-site-excavation-tours-499739?fbclid=IwAR0
MPwUuS-xWyfI0liZHxDTA5Sb3Vra8nZK1purOk3Wu
d0YCKkr6LPVBg4w. There will also be an open day
on Wednesday 27th July. The project is also posting
regular updates and can be followed at
https://ulasnews.com/leicester-cathedral-revealed/

EXCAVATION NEWS
ULAS have resumed excavating at Leicester
Cathedral and has already exhumed a further seventy
18th and 19th-century burials, in addition to the 125
burials previously excavated. The final number is
expected to be somewhere between 600-800.

At Jarvis Street, Leicester the excavation has
continued with a full sequence of Roman activity. The
earliest material is 1st century with both local and
imported pottery including Terra Nigra and fragments
of coin moulds. One incredible discovery has been an
amazing copper-alloy eagle’s head fitting.

Excavation resumes at Leicester Cathedral.

ULAS archaeologists excavate a brick-lined grave at
Leicester Cathedral.
leicsfieldworkers.org
facebook.com/leicestershirefieldworkers

The eagle’s head fitting from Jarvis Street.
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At Barleythorpe (north of Oakham) Anglo-Saxon
buildings have been found, not far from where a
previous excavation found sunken featured and post
built buildings.

Tour
link:
https://6655d5c2-b5f0-4499-aa6d29420d1ac5e8.filesusr.com/ugd/c9ec8a_19fd085b4ef
14a1ab6003a65e29b7254.pdf
Supporting info: https://6655d5c2-b5f0-4499-aa6d29420d1ac5e8.filesusr.com/ugd/c9ec8a_d38f5f52513
543f4bf5b5bf538215c28.pdf

At Scraptoft linear features, perhaps prehistoric, but
with no clear dating evidence, have been recorded.
There has also been excavation in Rutland which we
will describe when we are allowed.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
GREAT BOWDEN

TOUR

CONTACT US

OF

THE FIELDWORKER is edited by Peter Liddle,
57 STANFELL ROAD, LEICESTER, LE2 3GE.
Tel: 0116 2214508

The Archaeological Tour of Great Bowden, first
produced in 2008, has been re-written. So much more
has been discovered since then and you can enjoy a
walk through history, about 2 3/4 miles long with just
one hill to climb and options to shorten the distance.
You can follow the walk on your mobile phone with 10
information stops, and then use the Supporting
Information document on our website to explore things
further if you wish.

Email: peter.liddle51@gmail.com.
Contributions welcome!
Our webmaster is Mathew Morris who also
welcomes details of events and news.
Email: mlm9@le.ac.uk

FROM THE PEN OF PETE WILFORD
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